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ANCIENT PERSIAN COINS. 


We have never seena Daric. Is there such a thing to be seen in this Western hemisphere? 
For edification, for intellectual stimulus, we would rather own a genuine Daric than any coin on 
the American catalogue. In Europe they are not thought very rare, or difficult to obtain. But, we 
repeat, we haye not one, and we know not of any man who has one; and so we must for the pres- 
ent be content with the following descriptive passages from a great authority :* 

«Persian coins are of three principal types. The earliest have on the one side the figure of the 
monarch, bearing the diadem, and armed with a bow and javelin, while on the other there is an 
irregular indentation of the same nature with the guadratum incusum of the Greeks, ‘This rude form 
is replaced in later times by a second design, which is sometimes a horseman, sometimes the fore- 
part of a ship, sometimes the king drawing an arrow fgom his quiver. Another type exhibits on the 
obverse the monarch in combat with a lion, while the reverse shows a galley, or a towered and 
battlemented city with two lions below it, standing back to back. The third common type has on 
the observe the king in his chariot, with his charioteer in front of him, and (generally) an attendant 
carrying a fly-chaser behind. The reverse has either the trireme or the battlemented city”, * * 

«« The artistic merit of these medals is not great. The relief is low, and the drawing generally 
somewhat rude. The head of the monarch in the early coins is generally too large. The animal 
forms are, however, much superior to the human, and the horses which draw the royal chariot, the 
lions placed below the battlemented city, and the bulls which are found occasionally | in the same 
position, must be pronounced truthful and spirited”’. ° ° " * ” 

«“ The coinage of Darius Hystaspis, B. C. 521-486, consisted, it is probable, both of a gold and 
a silver issue. It is not perhaps altogether certain that he was the first king of Persia who coined 
money; but, if the term “ daric” is really derived from his name, that alone would be a strong 
argument in favor of his claim to priority. In any case, it is indisputable that he was the first 
Persian king who coined on a large scale, and it is further certain that his gold coinage was regarded 
in later times as of peculiar value on account of its purity. His gold darics appear to have con- 
tained, on an average, not quite 124 grains of pure metal, which would make their value about 
twenty-two shillings of our money. They were of the type usual at the time both in Lydia and in 
Greece—flattened lumps of metal, very thick in comparison with the size of their surface, irregular, 
and rudely stamped. ‘The only Darics that can be assigned to the reign of Darius Hystaspis are 
those that have the figure of a king with a bow and javelin on one side, and an irregular depression, 
or guadratum incusum, on the other”, 

“The silver darics were similar in general character, but exceeded the gold in size. Their 
weight was from 224 to 230 grains, and they would thas have been worth not quite three shillings 
of our money. It does not appear that any other kinds of coin besides these were ever issued from 
the Persian mint. They must therefore, it would seem, have satisfied the commercial needs of the 
people”. 





THE NUMISMATIST’S DREAM. 


PrLainweLL, Micu., February 20, 1870. 
Pror. C. E. AnTHON: 
My Dear Sir:—I was look — over some of the old numbers of the Jourwat, and came across your question : =a Who will give us the 
Numismatist’s Dream”? It si me that something pig be made out it, and as nobody else had pted the c thought I 
would do it myself. So I went to work and ground out—lo 





these many verses : 


’T was on a winter evening, beside his cheerful grate, 

A numismatist sat at ease, enthroned in blissful state. 

A cabinet beside him, of antique shape, stood nigh, 

Stored with those treasures of his heart, the offspring of the die. 


7 





* George Rawlinson, “ The Five Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World”, Vol. IV., p. 323, and p. 429. 
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Its slides, soft lined with velvet, he drew with careful hand, 
And the precious contents, one by one, with loving eye he scanned. 


Here lay the coins of nations that rose when Time was young, 
The fame of whose achievements has through the ages rung— 


Nations whose storied columns lie broken in the dust, 
While these their humblest monuments have safe preserved their trust. 


Here he sees the coins of Carthage, and the sage Athenian owl, 
There Trajan’s bold and warlike front, and Nero’s cruel scowl. 


Here the Ptolemaic eagle, and the dove of Sicyon, 
And there the godlike features stamped of Philip’s peerless son. 


While many a strange inscription attracts his curious eye, 
And many a touch of classic art would shame the modern die. 


From the rude lump of A®gina to the gem of Syracuse, 
Where Cimon’s matchless skill gave form to fabled Arethuse. 


Ah, what undying interest around each piece entwines 
Where Rome’s grand series lengthen out their almost endless lines ! 


Were History’s pages blotted, yet here we still might trace 
The rise, the grandeur and decline of her strong-sceptred race. 


Lo! Britain’s first invader, majestic, stern and calm ! 
Lo! where Judza captive mourns beneath the orient palm ! 


Lo! Cesar’s superscription ! might not the self-same die 
Have stamped this and the penny shown to Him of Calvary? 


And here ’twas first, on coinage, the hallowed cross appeared— 
On the standard sign which Constantine before his legions reared, 


When Rome’s dishonored eagles the golden pinions furled 


Which they had spread a thousand years o’er conquest of a world ! 


Such were those antique medals, of silver, brass and gold— 

Had they but tongues, how wondrous strange the tales they might have told ! 
For marvellous are the changes the centuries have beheld 

Since some of these their form received, stamped in remotest eld. 
Yea, countless generations have risen to the day, 

Have held the lordship of the earth, and, mistlike, passed away ; 
From the twilight realm of fable has many an empire sprung, 

Whose rise and fall unnumbered bards in deathless strains have sung : 
But the deeply throbbing present his spellbound thoughts ignored, 
While o’er these relics of the past their loving student pored. 

Long time his reveries wandered o’er their prolific themes ; 

Till at length he closed his eyes in sleep, and opened them in dreams. 
The prison bounds of space and time his fancy vaulted o’er ; 

And tar, midst classic scenes he roved, and stately forms of yore. 
He trod the plains of Ilium with footsteps light and free, 

Listened to Homer’s strain sublime where Chios pierced the sea— 
Who sung of gods and heroes, yet seemed himself, when done, 
More godlike than his fabled Jove, kinglier than Atreus’ son ! 

Bright Athens’ pristine glories burst on his ravished sight 

Where fair the Acropolis upreared its marble-templed height. 

Where lofty walled Piraeus gleamed o’er the purple wave— 

Where Delphi’s Pythian prophetess her dark responses gave— 

’Mid sages, kings and warriors, in vig famed and song— 

On many an ancient battle-plain, his footsteps lingered long. 
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But lo! the vision changes,—before his wondering eyes, 
With flowing robes and stately mien, two fema!e forms arise. 


At once he seemed to know them, while thrilic. ais waiting heart— 

This, the calm Muse of History ; that, the bright Queen of Art! 

Awed by the glorious vision, he stood with downcast look, 

’Till thus the Muse of History, the Grecian Clio, spoke: 

Not barren are thy labors, O mortal, though unprized,— 

Though crowned but with that mystic fruit by sordid souls despised ! 

Lo! ‘neath the silent ruins that strew the awful past, 

Lies yet, of man’s supremest wealth, a hidden treasure vast. 

Here the noblest of thy brothers in patience long have wrought, 

Unselfish in their chosen toil—uncheered, yet fainting not. 

But amidst the earnest votaries within my ranks enrolled, 

Not unacknowledged do they rest, nor humblest station hold. 

Though some to frivolous trifling their misspent powers apply, 

And childlike ride their hobby, devoid of purpose high. 

But be thine the grand endeavor to emulate the fame 

Which Eckhe!, Spanheim and Vaillant from grateful science claim”. 

Thus, his loved pursuits commending, shé called him to the van; 

She ceased—and her companion thus, in accents soft, began : 

On these medallic treasures, rimed with the rust of years, 

What dreams of beauty still enchant, what sculptured wealth appears ! 

What poet-tancied legends dwell within their impress clear, 

And speak their message to the eye, as the sea-shell to the ear ! 

While Rome’s imperial grandeur sunk slowly from its height, 

And the Dark Ages starless crept through their soul-slumbering night, 

Yet here the embodied visions of Grecian art sublime, 

Imaged in perfect miniature, defied the power of Time. 

Here Raphael’s lofty genius sweet inspiration drew, 

And deep into his artist-soul their forms of beauty grew. 

Their rich poetic memories could Petrarch’s homage gain, 

And Addison their symbols wreathed with many a classic strain”’. 

But lo! as she was dwelling upon the grateful theme, 

He woke—and found his vision bright—the mirage of a dream ! 
Green Plains, Mich. A. C. Roserts. 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The monthly meeting was held on Thursday, March 3. The report of the Secretary was read 
and accepted. Dr S, A. Green exhibited the medal lately presented to him as one of the com- 
mittee of visitors to the U.S. Mint; it is of aluminium, and the design differs from those previously 
used, but it was not considered a success. Mr, Crosby showed several cents and half-pennies, 
illustrating the connection between the coppers of Vermont and Connecticut and the regular Eng- 
lish coinage. Mr. Root exhibited gold coronation-medals of George IV. and William IV. of Eng- 
land, in beautiful condition, which were much admired. The Secretary showed two silver 
having a slight connection with America. One isa Dutch medal struck on the same occasion as that 
shown at the November meeting of the Society, celebrating the capture of a Spanish silver-fleet near 
Cuba ; the other is similar to a medal sold in the Mackenzie collection, commemorating the peace 
of Europe in 1762, and has on one side the figure of an American Indian. He also exhibited three 
more pieces of the paper issued for the Republic of Cuba. 
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"Dr. S. A. Green read the following paper: ‘In Samuel Davis’ ‘Journal of a Tour to Con- 
necticut’, in 1789, (Proceedings Mass. Hist. Soc. for April, 1869,) allusion is made to the copper 
coinage of the States. In speaking of New Haven, Mr. Davis says, ‘ We find some difficulty in 
making change in this place. Coppers pass at six the penny. Even those graced with the legend 
‘ Auctori Conn.’ are included. Feel chagrined that old Massachusetts, with his bow and arrow, 
should be under-valued. New York regulates their trade. ‘The crown passes there, and here now, 
at 6s. gd.’ p. 16. While speaking of the New York fruit-market, he says that ‘ coppers pass at 
twenty-four the shilling, only the Jersey coinage are current in the market’, p. 22. Of Voluntown, 
Conn., he says that ‘ coppers pass at forty-eight the shilling, to those going east, as they pass thus at 
Providence’. p. 27”. The Society adjourned at about 5 P. M. 





Wm. S. Appreton, Secretary. 






THE NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


OFFICERS FOR 1870. 


President, Eli K. Price; Vice-Presidents, William P. Chandler, William S, Vaux, William Duane, 
John Farnum; Honorary Vice-Presidents, Hon. William Willis, Portland, Me.; Hon. James W. 
Patterson, Hanover, N. H.; Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Boston, Mass.; Hon. William Beach 
Lawrence, Newport, R. I.; Hon. William A, Buckingham, Norwich, Conn,; J. Carson Brevoort, 
Esq., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Hon. Richard S, Field, Princeton, N.J.; Hon. Reverdy Johnson, Balti- 
more, Md.; Prof. Joseph Henry, Washington, D.C.; Hon. Increase A. Lapham, Milwaukee, Wis. ; 
Rt. Rev. William Ingraham Kip, D.D., San Francisco, Cal. ; Corresponding Secretary, Henry Phil- 
lips, Jr.; Recording Secretary, Samuel L. Taylor; Treasurer, Thomas E. McElroy ; Historiograpbher, 
Charles H. Hart; Curator of Numismatics, Alfred B. Taylor; Curator of Antiquities, Daniel G, 
Brinton, M.D.; Lidrarian, William T. Taylor, M.D. 


COMMITTEES, 


Committee on Hall, W. Grier Hibler, Silas W. Pettit, William J. Jenks; Committee on Library, 
Bloomfield H. Moore, Samuel L. Smedley, William T. Taylor, M.D.; Committee on Publication, 
Samuel C, Perkins, Louis A. Godey, Henry Flanders; Committee on Finance, William Duane, 
Henry Ducommun, Thomas E. McElroy; Committee ox Numismatus, Henry Phillips, Jr.; A. D. 
Hepburn, Alfred B. Taylor; Committee on Antiquities, }. Aitken Meigs, M.D., Joseph A, Clay, 
Daniel G. Brinton, M.D.; Committce om Genealogy, Samuel Agnew, Henry E. Keene, Charles H. 
Hart; Committee on Autographs, J. Grier Ralston, D.D., Alfred B. Taylor, Robert C. Davis. 

Hall of the society, 524 Walnut street. Regular Meetings, first Thursday evening in the month, 
Annual meeting, first Thursday evening in January. 


A stated meeting of this society was held on Thursday, March 3, President Hon. Eli K. Price 
in the chair. Owing to the absence of the Recording Secretary, the books of the society were not 
in the hall, and the reading of the minutes and the election of members were postponed until the 
17th inst. Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., was appointed Secretary pro tem., and on motion the Recording 
Secretary was instructed to have the various books of the society sent to its room whenever he was 
unable to personally attend the meetings. 

The committee to procure a hall for the society reported, through Mr. Phillips, that they had 
been unable as yet to procure a room suitable in location and price. On motion, the society resolved 
to examine a room offered to them at Ninth and Walnut streets, and to finally act upon the same on 
March 17; the members being requested in the meantime to call and examine the said room, 

A number of donations were received, including: Life of General Kearney by General De Pey- 
ster, from the author. A large number of coins, collected in Europe and the East, presented by 
Pemberton Smith, Esq. From Mr. Erwin, of New York, a Roman denarius, with the following 
history attached to it: Mr. Vandenhoff, the eminent tragedian, was in Rome, and one evening, after — 
a recitation for a friend in the Coliseum, he stooped down to recover a fallen glove, and in the crevice 
of one of the stone seats surrounding the arena found the coin. He presented it to W. E. Burton, 
through whom it came to the present donor, The coin isa silver denarius of the Tullia family. 
Charles L. Pascall, through the President, presented a visiting-card of Captain Samuel W. Dewey, 
with the following explanatory letter: ‘*In the days of Andrew Jackson’s administration, the 
removal of the deposits caused great trouble and confusion, and one of the most bitter denunciators 
of the course of the President was Captain Samuel W. Dewey, of New London, Vt. His bitterness 
to the President was so great that he conceived the idea of boating himself, during a heavy thunder- 
storm, under the bow of the old ship Constitution, while the marines or watchers were asleep or 
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derelict to duty, and actually sawed off the figure-head (Andrew Jackson) of that ship. Securing 
his prey, he rowed to the shore, and carried it home, boxed it up, and the next day, or soon after, 
lugged it down to Washington, and laid it at the feet of the Secretary of War (Mr. Mason) saying, 
‘Mr. Secretary, it was me who sawed this bead off. It is a viscrace to the country, and as an evidence 
that I did not intend to steal it I bring it to you. It is not my property. It belongs to the United States. 
Be kind enough to give me a receipt for it, and I will go about my business” The Secretary demurred 
to accede to this demand, but finally did as desired. Captain Dewey then remarked, ‘ Mr, Secretary 
Mason, I thank you for your politeness. You have given me the evidence that it was no theft on 
my part, and all I can add is, that # you had proposed to have caused my arrest, you could only 
have tried me for frespass, and in the State where the offence was committed, and you would not 
have found twelve men in all the State who would have convicted me, so much in contempt do the 
people hold the name of Andrew Jackson’’’. An autograph letter of Mr. Dewey accompanied this 
card, The thanks of the society were voted for the various donations. 

Mr. Phillips, Chairman of the Committee on Numismatics, made the following report: 

To the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia: 

The Committee on Numismatics would respectfully call to the attention of the society the follow- 
ing subjects, on which papers might with advantage be prepared and read before the society. In doing 
so the committee ventures to express the hope that amongst so many members so much interested 
in these subjects, some one or more will be found who will take hold of those herein suggested, 

Respectfully submitted, 
March 3, 1870. Henry Puiuips, Jr., Chairman Committee on Numismatics. 

. Antiquity of proof coinage. 7. Byzantine coinage. 
. Rebellion tokens, complete list and history. 8.4 Medicinal coinage. 
. Rebellion shinplasters, same. g. Errors in Dr. Dickeson’s Manual, 
. History of Confederate currency. 10. Mediaeval medals. 
. Store cards and tokens, American, complete 11. Masonic medals, 

history and catalogues. 12. History of Assignats and Mandats. 
. Dies. 13. Record of American proof coinage. 


Mr Henry Phillips read letters, accepting membership, from Hon. W. L. Herndon, Springfield, 
Ill. ; Professor M. L. Steever, Gettysburg, Pa.; A. Boyd, Jr., Esq., Albany, N. Y.; and others. 

Mr. Charles Henry Hart, the Historiographer, read a biographical memoir of the late Hon. 
William Willis, of Portland, Maine, an honorary Vice-President of the society, and presented a 
series of resolutions in relation to his death, which were adopted unanimously, 

J. Davis Duffield, Esq., of Philadelphia, was proposed as a resident member, and the society ad- 
journed till the 17th of March. 


FRENCH NUMISMATICS, ETC. 


In answer to the query relative to French journals of numismatics, &c., on page 40 of September 
number, 1869, we have been furnished with the following partial list: 














Institut, 2d Section | History, age gg CAE. onc cin once es 0s f4iOeserce.  MICMEMET. « 
re 


Revue des Sciences ecclésiastiques. ........ 6. sseceeeceeereees |Archzology, etc., (religious) |Svo. ......|Monthly. .| 
Annales des voyages, etc., et de l’archwologie. ...........-++++ Travels, geography, history and archaeology 8vo. . .... -|Monthly. .| 
Te de I’Ecole des Chartes Archeology and charters 8vo.......|Bi-monthly| 5.60 
Annales Archéologiques | Archzology ..+-+-»|Bi-monthly| 11.20 
Comptes Rendus des Séances de |’Académie des Inscriptions et, } 

Belles Lettres , +++++-|Monthly. .| 3.60 
Revue Archéologique y Monthly. .| 12.80 
Revue Numismatique . Bi-monthly| 6.40 

The above list, it will be seen, gives only eight titles—less than half the number reported in the 
French official summary ; it is more than probable, however, that the remainder are local publica- 
tions and of little general interest. It is a little singular that there appears to be only one prominent 
publication exclusively devoted to numismatics in a country whose coinage is famous for its artistic 
excellence, and whose own medallic memorials are almost as varied and numerous as its public col- 
lections are magnificent. Any further titles we may obtain shall be added for the benefit of our 
readers, Any one of the above may be subscribed for through Gustave Bossange, 25 Quai Vol- 
taire, Paris; or W. Wood & Co., 61 Walker Street, N. Y. U.S. inland postage must be added to 
subscription price, payable at office of delivery. 
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THE “FRANKLIN CENT”. 


Sprincrietp, Mass., February 18, 1870, 
Cuarves E. Anruon, LL.D., &c.: 

My Dear Sir:—Please find room for the following notice of the Franklin cent—published in 
the Worcester, Mass., Magazine of August, 1787—in your valuable Magazine: 

‘«*The coinage of federal Cenrs, coppers, at New York, we are,told, is carrying on, and we may 
expect soon to see them in circulation among us—these will free us from the impositions to which 
we are now exposed from the floods of light, half-coined British half-pence, introduced among us— 
and as, from the excellent monitorial caution, “* MIND YOOR BUSINESS”, impressed on each 
of these, they may prove an antidote to *insurgency, they will doubtless be held in high estimation”, 

Respectfully, James Parker. 


A NUMISMATIC «WHAT IS IT?” 


The following paragraph is going the rounds of the newspapers: 

«« Two medals, connected by a gold chain, were picked up by a tarmer while building a fence at 
Lawrence, Kansas, the other day. One was stamped with the British coat-of-arms and a bust of 
George III., while tother has the inscription: ‘Second Presidency of George Washington, 
mocexevi’. Five hundred dollars has been offered for the medals”. !!!!!! 

If there is any foundation for the above it would be interesting to have a tew “ further partic- 
ulars”. ‘Che Washington medal indicated is one well known to collectors of Washingtoniana, but 
the George III. is darkly indefinite. If it be one of the Indian peace medals, such as Mr, 
Sandham’s No. 40 (Canadian Medals), or Mr. McLachlan’s 40}, in the January issue of this Journat, 
the supposition that some mighty brave or his descendants have migrated further and further toward 
the setting sun, bearing these heirloom trophies, and there lost them, gives plausibility to the first 
part of the story. The remainder would indicate a somewhat remarkable and heretofore unknown 
passion for our gentle science in the far West. The Kansas coin-market must be at high-tide, 
Perhaps Mr. Bidder would like a few more at the same price. We could recommend a few unem- 
ployed die-sinkers in this city whose talents are equal to any emergency. Quip Nunc. 


A RARA-AVIS. 


One of the elegant mementoes brought by Secretary Seward from Mexico recently was a present 
to him from the Mexican Mint. It consists of a flat casket in blue velvet, set round with exquisite 
filagree-work in silver. On the lid a narrow gold ribbon bears the words “La Casa de Moneda de 
Mexico, William H. Seward 1869”. The casket lining is crimson silk velvet, and embosomed 
therein is a complete proof-set of all the gold, silver, and copper coins of the present Mexican 
Republic, twenty in number, What a treat a sight of the contents would be to some of our 
collectors ! 


CANADIAN MEDAL. 


61 Wacker St., New York, 2 Month 18, ’70. 

Pror. ANTHON : 

Dear Sin:—TI have the honor to add a pebble to Mr, Sandham’s ‘cairn’, in the shape of 
a medal catalogued in the Musee Monétaire of Paris as lot 475, series of Louis XIV., and which 
can doubtless be obtained on application as with others, The medal is thus described: « Obverse, 
Buste de Christophe de Lévi, Vice-Roi du Canada. Leg. « Fr. Christ. de Lévi. d. Dampville, p. 
Franc. pro rex Americe’, (Frangois Christophe de Lévi duc de Dampville, pair de France, vice- 
roi d’Amérique. (J. Hardy, f. 1658.) Rev. Ses Armes,—Leg. ‘ Ex te enim. exiet. dux. qui. regat. 
populum. meum’. (Car de coi il sortira un chef qui gouvernera mon peuple.)—Mod. 22 lig”. 
This medal I have never seen, but shall shortly order with others from the French Mint, and shall 
then take pleasure in exhibiting it to our Society, Of the Duc de Dampville I find no mention in 
any work of reference at my command, either historical or cyclopedic. Is there any connection be- 
tween the name of the vice-roi and that of the point opposite Quebec, so well known to travellers 
via the Grand Trunk R. W,? 

In your review of Mr. Sandham’s “ Coins of Canada” you refer at the close to a peace medal of 
1763 as appropriate to the Canadian series. Is it the same medal as the last described one of the 
Revolutionary series in Mr. Mackenzie’s sale? If not, I beg leave to suggest the latter also. At 





* Most likely refers to the Shay’s Rebellion in Mass., 1786 and 1787. 
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any rate I do not find it described in the copy of the Musée Monétaire which you so kindly lent me. 
One word more, and I have done. Is not our valued friend, McLachlan, a little in error in the 
January number, when he says Mr. Sandham has altogether omitted the silver coinage of New 
Brunswick? On page g (I think) of the introduction, Mr. S. refers to the issue, and dates it 1861, 
adding the half-cent as its distinguishing feature from the Canadian series. 

Yours, truly, Ww. 









THE PACIFIC RAILWAY MEDAL. 


A very interesting and neatly executed medal has been struck at the U. S. Mint commemorative 
of an event at which “all the world wondered”, No one, we think, can look without emotion 
upon this bronze destined to hand down at least a shadow of the joy that thrilled over land wire 
and through ocean cable, when the last spike was driven and the great trans-continental railway 
became an accomplished fact. Scarcely a decade—how Time strides—and we were all agog with 
the miracle of an Atlantic Telegraph ; to-day it is an old story. Yet we cannot, to-day, handle the 
several Telegraph medals in our cabinet without enjoying a spark of that electric feeling which ran 
riot over two hemispheres in 1858. 

Thus may it be with him who fifty years hence cons over the few medallic memorials of the 
Pacific Railway. The one referred to is thus far the most striking one we have seen, 

The obverse bears in the upper three fourths of the field a naked profile bust of Gen. Grant 
facing to the right, with the legend «Presidency of U.S. Grant”. ‘The lower fourth of the field 
is separated by a line and is inscribed: “The oceans united by railway, May 10, 1869”. The 
reverse is somewhat similarly divided, the upper portion being occupied by a scene representing a 
landscape with mountains in the background, and bordered at the right and left by the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans respectively. On the former a steam®@r is seen in the distance. In the foreground a 
railway-train is proceeding at speed. Above, resting among clouds, is a scroll with the motto: 
“Every mountain shall be made low”. In the fourth quarter or exergue is inscribed: “Medal 
Series of the U.S. Mint”. «J. Pollock, Director”. Mr. W. Barber’s name is added as that of 
the artist. On the whole the medal is creditable to him. We cannot altogether commend the 
portrait of the President, and the size (28) makes the field too limited for a proper display of the 
really good design. There is, however, a finish to the whole medal which augurs well for the future 
issues of our Mint medal series. 

It may be mentioned that Mr. Barber has also produced a reduction of the same head of Pres- 
ident Grant which is muled with the well-known smal] Paquet Washington, size 12. Ww. 



































NEW MEDALET. 


Mr. F. B, Smith, the die-maker, of Fulton street, has lately issued a very pretty oval medalet, about an inch and three- 
eighths by an inch. The obverse bears on a slightly-raised centre or cushion a bleeding heart crowned with thorns, a flame 
rising from the top, Out of the flame again rises a cross, from which diverge rays of light—the whole, in fact, being a 
group of religious emblems not uncommon to Roman Catholic medals. Legend, “Child Give Me Thy Heart”, Reverse, 
the inscription, “ Sodality of the Sacred Heart, Convent of Mercy, Brooklyn”. Struck in silver and white metal, and in- 
tended to be worn by the members of the sodality, 






























A “NEW DOMINION” COINAGE, 


In January last, Sir Francis Hincks, Finance Minister of the “ New Dominion”, sent out a circular to the various provincial 
banks, soliciting their codperation in driving out of circulation the United States silver coinage with which, as is well known, 
the Canadas have been flooded ever since the outbreak of our civil war. The minister proposed to settle upon a day far 
enough off to enable all to prepare for it, after which United States silver coin should not be legal tender except at 20 per 
cent. discount. Meantime he applied to the royal mints for a new silver coinage for Canada to the amount of a million 
dollars, and proposed to supply the necessities for small change in the interim with a fractional paper currency. The result 
thus far has been an official proclamation, dated February 12, which fixes April 15th proximo as the last day of grace for 
the “old lady with the broomstick”, and other barbarisms of the United States mint. After that date our half dollars must 
take forty cents for themselves or give up passports, and all the other coins, even to five cent pieces, in the same ratio. 

The practical wisdom of the scheme, as a financial one for the people, may be doubted by some. Others will be ready to 
accuse government of a desire to profit by the large proportion of waste always attendant upon a fractional paper circula- 
tion, etc,, etc, Those of us who remember the ineffectual attempt of Canada to introduce a decimal system in 1858, by 
issuing the twenty, ten, five, and one cent pieces to be interchangeable with moneys across the line, cannot but hope that a 
meritorious pride in having a national coinage of her own will not induce the Dominion to retrograde from any steps thus far 
taken towards that hoped-for medium of general comity, an international coinage. In a multitude of counsellors”, etc., is 
an elderly adage, and possibly the proposed new coinage by our own mint of discounted specie (wide the new patterns) may 
have induced friends Hincks and Boutwell to lay their heads together, and we are by some mysterious process to be suddenly 
financiered into specie payments, international decimality, “the parliament of man, the federation of the world”, and “ all 
that sort of thing, you know”. 

Howsoever that may be, we congratulate the British provinces on the prospect of an uniform system among themselves, 
and especially our numismatic friends on both sides the line at the opportunity which may soon be afforded them of adding 
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new beauties to their Canadian catalogue. Certainly the past gives good promise in that way. And alike to those in 

Canada who have heretofore neglected American silver, and to those on both sides who have overlooked the attractions of 

Canadian copper, we say, “* Now’s your time; scratch ‘em out’! Dr Wotzca, 
HERE AND THERE. 

Nevada Coinage,—It was recently decided, we believe, to discontinue several of the older branch-mints, and establish one 
or more new ones in the lately discovered gold regions of the West. One of these, located at Carson City, Nevada, com- 
menced operations on the 4th of February by the coinage of silver dollars from the native metal, and the papers state that 
there is a heavy demand for pocket-pieces, We are not informed as to whether any alteration from the usual types of our 
coins is made, but hope before long to see some specimens, 

Counterfeit Fiwe-Cent.—The Sub-Treasury lately found they were redeeming counterfeit nickel “fives”. A lot was 
assayed at the Philadelphia Mint, and proved to be deficient in nearly eleven per cent. of nickel, being about 14 instead of 
25, and only 70 instead of 77 grains in weight. Zinc was added, making a “ German silver”, and the counterfeits very 
naturally turned yellow. This and a certain coarseness of finish, coupled with an undue size in the motto “In God we 
Trust”, first led to suspicion, The specific gravity is also about 8.72 when it should be nearly 9 in the genuine. This 
counterfeit, like some other “ good things”, seems to be a New York institution. ‘Thus far it has been found with the 
dates 1867, °68, and *69. 


AN EVENT AT HAND! 

Some time in the approaching month of May will be sold at auction by Messrs, Leavitt & 
Strebeigh, at their Rooms in Clinton Hall, New York, the entire Cottection or Sitver Coins anp 
Mepats formerly owned by the late John Allan, the famous Antiquary. It consists of about one 
thousand pieces, and they are, without exception, of si/ver. Some are rare crowns, of England and 
the Continental States, but the majority are medals of remarkable historic and artistic interest. 
These latter are, in many cases, of greater size and weight than have as yet been seen in our market, 
and bear the names of artists equally uncommon. ‘The American department is comparatively 
scanty in specimens, but yet offers some rare pieces, independently of those European ones which 
have a bearing, more or less direct, on the affairs of our hemisphere. The condition of the coins 
and medals is generally fine. ‘The catalogue, which has been already for some time in preparation, 
is a work of great labor and of considerable difficulty, on account of the unfamiliar character of a 
large number of the foreign lots. It will be illustrated by not fewer than eight photographic plates, 
which will be of much beauty and value, and will, indeed, make of this catalogue a numismatic 
treasure, or ‘everlasting possession”, to be ranked with Mackenzie’s, Mickley’s, and others of 
similar celebrity. The compilers of the descriptions are endeavoring to do their part in bringing 
this fine cabinet worthily before the numismatic public. Meanwhile they ask for help from cogaos- 
centi in regard to the following pieces, and would be grateful for elucidations, addressed to Edward 
Cogan, 68 William St., who has the direction of the sale. 


- ) "gamamaaaa are not desired, but Explanations of the Meaning, Occasion and Place of Striking, Date when not specified, 
and the like. 


1. Size 26. The globe floating in space, and deeply rent in four places. MAGS DOCH SEIN, 
R. To the Divine Triangle in the clouds reaches a ladder from a third of a globe; at the summit 
of the ladder is a man with a wallet on his back. Letters 1 K, one on a side of the third of the 
globe. Unser Herr Gorr Lest Nocn. 

z. Dollar, 1621. The date is over the head of a ram, which is rushing out of the arched door of a 
building. MONETA, NOVA. ?CATVSENSIS. R. Crowned Eagle. DEVS. SPES. NOSTRA. 

3. Size 36. Under a tree a herdsman, behind whom is a cow, and at whose feet a dog (?), listens 
to a man playing on a pipe, by whose side is a sword, and at whose feet are a caduceus and a wallet. 
Fisrvta. Dvice. Canens. Nostrvm. Non. Decipir. Arcvm. Exergue Non. ‘Temere. Crepen- 
pvm. R. A Palm tree, on which is a tablet inscribed XIV LEG; tothe left of it, a man in flat cap 
and cassock, trampling on a spear; to the right of it a man in similar cap and gown, kicking 
at it; farther to the right three warriors in armor, one of whom points at it with a dagger. 
Apversvs. Innixvm. Vireo, Sese. Ericit. Ponpvs. Exergue Frvstra. Conatvr. 

4. Size 28. Knight in armor in a two-masted boat at full sail; at its bow a naked personage 
standing on a winged ball and waving a scarf. VIrrVre DVCe CoMIre rorrVna. R. Long 
German inscription, beginning with MDCXXII. and ending with MDCCXXII. 

5. Size 16} Three cupolas with spires emerging from the sea; in the middle of them, a water- 
spout, on which blows a wind from the left; above, to the right, the Divine Name in Hebrew. 
vno Votente Humuis Levasor. R. +1: Hatiper. Reicus. Orta, 1637. Two picks crossed 
between letters .G K, 

6. Size 32. Very Fine Medal by Holtzhey. A most elaborate trophy of Arms and Standards. 
Avsricus Matiag Lasris Repiert Cacenpak. R. In six rings ornamented with scroll-work and sur- 
rounding a central space, six devices and mottoes; in the centre Svmma Simites VirtvTs Fipegveé 
MDCCXXXVII. 

7. Size 26. Rampant Lion. S1 Devs Nosiscum Quis Contra Nos? verrewaters. R. Trophy 
of Arms, Standards, Bishop’s Cross, Pastoral Staff, &c., &c.; exergue MDCCLXXXIX XII. Xsris. — 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 4 





